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PROGRAM CHAIRS 

Peter Durning, Partner, Burns & Levinson LLP 

Amanda Wade, Project Manager / Senior Engineer, TRC 

 

AGENDA  

 

9:00 a.m. Welcome: Mark Van Weelden, Chair, EBC Solid Waste Management Committee 

MA Area Asset Manager and CT Market Area Manager, Covanta  



 

 

 

Program Introduction  

• Amanda Wade, Project Manager / Senior Engineer, TRC 

 

9:15 a.m. State of Maine Agricultural and Environmental PFAS Response 

 

Maine Commercial Agriculture and PFAS: Impacts, Mitigation Efforts, and 

Wastes 

• Meagan Hennessey, Director of PFAS Response 

Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 

Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

 

Managing PFAS Waste Streams in Maine 

• Susanne Miller, Director 

Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection 

 

9:35 a.m. Biosolids Recycling: Implications of PFAS in Biosolids 

• Jeff McBurnie, Environmental Manager, Casella Resource Solutions  

 

9:55 a.m. Networking Opportunity 

 

10:15 a.m. Break 

 

10:20 a.m. Town of Bourne Department of Integrated Solid Waste Management Facility 

and PFAS Pilot Project 

• Daniel Barrett, General Manager, Town of Bourne ISWM  

• Asa Mintz, P.E., Operations Manager, Town of Bourne ISWM  

 

10:40 a.m. PFAS in Landfills 

• Steve Zemba, Project Director, Sanborn Head & Associates, Inc. 

 

11:00 a.m. Moderated Discussion 

 

Moderator: Peter Durning, Partner, Burns & Levinson LLP 

 

Panel Members: 

• Daniel Barrett, Town of Bourne ISWM  

• Meagan Hennessey, Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and 

Forestry 

• Jeff McBurnie, Casella Resource Solutions 

• Susanne Miller, Maine Department of Environmental Protection 

• Asa Mintz, P.E., Town of Bourne ISWM  

• Steve Zemba, Sanborn Head & Associates, Inc. 

 

11:30 a.m. Adjourn 



 

 

PROGRAM CHAIRS 

 

Peter F. Durning, Partner 

Burns & Levinson LLP 

125 High Street Boston MA 02110 

617-345-3269 | pdurning@burnslev.com 

 

Peter Durning focuses his practice in the areas of environmental litigation, enforcement defense, land 

use and permitting, with a specific focus on water and wetlands related matters. His experience includes 

adjudicatory hearings before the MassDEP, zoning disputes, judicial review of administrative 

proceedings, and appellate work. He recently prevailed in an adjudicatory hearing on behalf of the 

developer of a 50-lot residential development located near wetlands and has participated in a range of 

alternative dispute resolution activities, including arbitrations, multi-party settlement negotiations, and 

mediations. Peter delivered the winning oral argument in Town of Concord v. Water Department of 

Littleton, 487 Mass. 56 (2021), which involved the statutory interpretation of the Water Management Act. 

 

Peter handles a range of wetlands adjudicatory appeals, solid waste site assignment hearings, zoning 

cases, citizen suits regarding stormwater discharges, U.S. EPA enforcement actions, permitting, business 

and transactional consulting, as well as local, state and federal permit proceedings and appeals. His 

clients include public companies, high net worth individuals, investors in renewable energy facilities, 

small businesses and municipalities. He also performs environmental due diligence for real estate 

transactions, development contracts and corporate transactions. 

 

Peter was the co-chair of the Energy and Environmental Law Section of the Boston Bar Association from 

2016 – 2018. He also served as the co-chair of the Environmental Litigation Committee from 2012 to 

2014. Peter is an active member of the Environmental Business Council. He is the Chair of the EBC’s 

Water Resources Committee and is active in the Solid Waste Management Committee. Peter served on 

an EBC panel discussing Environmental Justice issues in October 2021, and co-chairs annual EBC 

programs with the Massachusetts Solid Waste Section Chiefs and the MassDEP Water Resources 

Leadership. 

 

After graduating from the University of Notre Dame, Peter was a history teacher for seven years, 

including three years with Teach For America in Trenton, New Jersey, and four years at the Abington 

Friends School in Jenkintown, Pennsylvania. 

 

Peter earned his J.D. from Boston College Law School in 2003 and is admitted to practice in 

Massachusetts. Prior to joining the firm, he was a managing shareholder at Mackie Shea Durning P.C., 

and before that an associate at Goulston & Storrs, P.C., where he worked on several environmental 

remediation cost recover actions under M.G.L. c. 21E and advised clients on zoning and permitting 

issues. 

 

Amanda Wade, Project Manager / Senior Engineer 

TRC 

249 Western Avenue, Augusta, ME 04330 

207-242-2939 | awade@trccompanies.com 

 

Amanda Wade an Environmental Engineer (licensed in Maine) with 22 years of Solid Waste experience. 

During this time, she has overseen and/or designed numerous solid waste liner and closure projects 

throughout the State of Maine ranging in complexity from rural municipal landfills to papermill landfills 



 

 

and ultimately to large scale commercial facilities. Over the last 5 years, she has also assisted in the 

evaluation and permitting of numerous solar-on-landfill projects throughout New England. 

 

She spent the first 15 years of her career with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection in the 

Solid Waste Engineering Unit. In that capacity she was responsible for providing input on siting, design, 

construction, remediation, and operational aspects of landfills, composting facilities, transfer stations, 

solid waste recycling facilities, and processing facilities. While a member of the MDEP, she also assisted in 

the development of the early protocol for investigation of gas migration through landfill cover systems, 

assisted in the drafting of solid waste regulations, and worked with the Maine Center of Disease Control 

on the establishment of applicable Ambient Air Guidelines.  

 

Since leaving the MDEP, in 2015, she has worked as a consultant, managing projects, providing technical 

support, and serving as the Engineer of Record for numerous solid waste facilities throughout Maine. In 

2020 she was elected to the Board of the Northern New England Chapter of SWANA and in 2021 became 

Chapter Secretary. 

 

SPEAKERS 

 

Daniel Barrett, General Manager 

Town of Bourne Department of Integrated Solid Waste Management (ISWM)  

Bourne Town Hall, 24 Perry Avenue, Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 

508-759-0600 x 4240 | DBarrett@townofbourne.com 

 

Dan has over 37 years of solid waste experience. He graduated from the University of Rochester with a 

degree in Geologic Sciences in 1984. He began his career in landfill operations at Browning-Ferris 

Industries (BFI) working in Massachusetts managing landfills in Marshfield, Randolph and East 

Bridgewater. While at BFI he assisted in the design and utilizing in-house construction crews, oversaw 

construction of landfill liner and leachate collection systems, as well as landfill caps and landfill gas 

collections systems. He later switched to the landfill gas-to-energy side of the business working for BFI 

Gas Services. He was part of the team that designed, permitted, built and operated the gas-to energy 

plants at the Halifax and East Bridgewater landfills. In 1998 he left BFI to work for American 

ReFuel/SEMASS Partnership as site manager at the CMW landfill in Carver. CMW accepted both waste 

combustor ash and municipal solid waste. He later joined the staff at ISWM as the Operations Manager in 

2000 and was promoted to General Manager in 2010. He has overseen day-to-day operations, site 

development and permitting as well as business development.  

 

Meagan Hennessey, Director of PFAS Response, Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 

Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

28 State House Station, 90 Blossom Lane, Augusta, ME 04333 

207-592-3795 | Meagan.Hennessey@maine.gov 

 

The PFAS Response team at the Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources is responsible for 

determining the level of PFAS contamination on Maine commercial farms and working closely with 

producers to support them in the goal of remaining viable businesses with safe marketable products. 

This involves developing a deep understanding of management practices to provide specific 

recommendations for mitigation strategies, along with financial support in some instances. Meagan 

joined this team as the Director in August 2022. 

 

Previous roles include managing the Municipal Services Unit at the Property Tax Division of Maine 

Revenue Services and managing Popham Beach State Park in Phippsburg, Maine. Meagan is a graduate 



 

 

of Colby College, with a dual major in Honors Economics and Environmental Studies: Science 

Concentration. 

 

Jeff McBurnie, P.E., Environmental Manager 

Casella Resource Solutions 

48 Liberty Drive, Suite A, Hermon, ME 04401 

207-347-3618 | jeff.mcburnie@casella.com 

 

Jeff oversees permitting, compliance, safety, and legislative & regulatory advocacy for Casella Resource 

Solutions (formerly Casella Organics), a biosolids and residuals management company with operations in 

New England, NY and PA.  He is also the Consulting Laboratory Director for the City of Brewer (ME) Water 

Department.  He has provided water and wastewater operator training in Maine and beyond for more 

than 25 years.  He has a BS from UMaine and an MS from Texas A&M in Agricultural Engineering, is a 

Class 4 Licensed Water Systems Operator, and a licensed Maine Professional Engineer.  He represented 

Biosolids Management stakeholders on Maine Gov. Mills’ 2019 PFAS Task Force.  Since 2016, he has been 

developing a better understating of PFAS issues related to solid waste management, especially biosolids, 

and has prepared and delivered testimony on PFAS-related bills before the Maine Legislature’s Joint 

Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources. 

 

Susanne Miller, Director, Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection 

17 State House Station, 28 Tyson Drive, Augusta, ME 04333 

207-557-2700 | susanne.miller@maine.gov 

 

Susanne has worked in the field of environmental protection for 24 years, holding two positions with the 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection and before that as an environmental consultant for 

PRIZIM-Inc (later becoming part of Hitachi Consulting), as well as an environmental specialist for the Park 

Facility Management Division of the National Park Service in Washington DC. 

 

Susanne was appointed as the Director of the Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management in June 

2021.  She is responsible for all aspects of DEP’s programs for waste management, remediation, 

response services, petroleum management and most recently the implementation of the PFAS 

investigation required by the 130th legislature. 

 

Prior to her current position, Susanne served for 8 years as the Director for the Eastern Maine Regional 

Office at the DEP’s Bangor office acting as a liaison to the community and to the Office of the 

Commissioner, supporting both staff and office operations. Susanne graduated from Vermont Law 

School in 2000 with both a Juris Doctor and Master of Studies in Environmental Law. 

  

Asa Mintz, P.E., Operations Manager 

Town of Bourne Department of Integrated Solid Waste Management (ISWM)  

Bourne Town Hall, 24 Perry Avenue, Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 

508-759-0600 x 4243 | AMintz@townofbourne.com 

 

Asa is the Operations Manager at the Town of Bourne Department of Integrated Solid Waste 

Management (ISWM). He has a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Massachusetts at 

Dartmouth and is a registered Professional Engineer in the state of Massachusetts. He has 20 years of 

experience in the site/civil development of solid waste industries and has designed, overseen, 

maintained and operated multiple landfill liner, cap and gas systems for multiple landfills in 

Massachusetts. He has also been part of the design and construction of many private and public, 



 

 

commercial and residential site/civil projects. Since joining the ISWM team in 2011, Mr. Mintz has 

directed day-to-day operations while overseeing construction projects both onsite and offsite for ISWM 

and the Bourne DPW. He oversaw the integration of a GPS system into multiple site machine, greatly 

increasing efficiency and accuracy of the operation. Recently he spearheaded the three year long PFAS 

removal and Leachate Treatment Pilot Project for the Town. 

 

Steve Zemba, PhD, P.E., Project Director 

Sanborn Head & Associates, Inc. 

187 Saint Paul Street, Suite 201, Burlington, VT, 05401 

802-391-8508 | szemba@sanbornhead.com 

 

In addition to working on projects involving fate‐and‐transport modeling, exposure assessment, and risk 

assessment, Steve has provided litigation support and expert witness testimony for private and public 

sector clients. He is a frequent presenter at conferences and has published numerous articles on topics 

related to environmental modeling and risk assessment. Steve attended Carnegie Mellon University; he 

earned a master’s degree and PhD in mechanical engineering from Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. 

 

Steve’s favorite part of the job is working directly with clients and the public to help them better 

understand the results of a project and the environmental issues at hand. Steve takes pride in being able 

to demystify the results of a risk assessment for clients and stakeholders, so they can understand the 

essential elements. 

 

Steve teaches university-level courses on air quality management and air pollution control. On the 

weekends, he enjoys exploring his home state of Vermont and the Green Mountains on foot and on 

cross-country skis. Steve is a Red Sox fan, and he likes to visit craft breweries; he occasionally creates his 

own home brew. 

 

Steve is a Professional Engineer in Massachusetts. 


