
 

 

EBC Offshore Wind Webinar   

Celebrating Vineyard WindɅs Federal Permit Approval from BOEM  

 

Wednesday, June 30, 2021   

 

 

Featuring: 

 

         

    
   

 

 

Program Chair & Moderator  
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AGENDA 

 

4:00 p.m.  Welcome and Introductions:  

¶ Wayne Cobleigh, Program Chair & Moderator  

   Co-Chair, EBC Offshore Wind Working Group  

   Vice President , Client Services, GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.  

 

4:05 p.m.  Massachusetts Ʌ Commitment to Offshore Wind  

 
 

Kathleen Theoharides, Secretary  

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts  

 

 



4:10 p.m.  Vineyard Wind Permitting : Panel Discussion & Audience Q&A  
 

Panel Members:  

¶ Rachel Pachter, Chief Development Officer , Vineyard Wind  

¶ Bruce Carlisle, Managing Director , Offshore Wind, MassCEC  

¶ Theodore A. Barten, PE, Founding Principal , Epsilon Associates 

¶ Holly Carlson Johnston, Associate , Epsilon Associates 

¶ Maria Hartnett,  Principal , Epsilon Associates 

¶ Heather Heater, PMP, Program Manager  

   Environmental Resources Management, Inc. (ERM)  

¶ James Graham, Senior Partner,  ERM 

¶ Adam P. Kahn, Esq., Partner, Foley Hoag LLP 

¶ Zachary Gerson, Esq., Counsel, Foley Hoag LLP 

 

5:00 p.m.  Closing Comments  

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM CHAIR &  MODERATOR 

 

Wayne Cobleigh , Vice President  ɀ Client Services 

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.  

249 Vanderbilt Avenue , Norwood, MA 02062  

781-278-3848 | M 860 -250-6790 | wayne.cobleigh@gza.com  

 

Wayne is the Co-Chair of EBCɅs Offshore Wind Working Group and GZAɅs corporate membership 

representative to the American Clean Power (ACP) Association and the Business Network for Offshore 

Wind. He is a member of the ACP Offshore Wind Technical Advisory Panel (OWTAP) G eotechnical 

Subcommittee for the development of U.S. offshore wind technical practice standards. He is responsible 

for client relationship and business development with GZAɅs port development, offshore wind and power 

clients.  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

Kathleen Theo harides,  Secretary 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts  

100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02108  

617-626-1144 | kathleen.theoharides@state.ma.us  

 

Contact: Trisha Thompson, Special Executive Assistant to Secretary Theoharides 

617-626-1015 | trisha.thompson@state.ma.us 

 

Secretary Kathleen A. Theoharides oversees the Commonwealth's six environmental, natural resource 

and energy regulatory agencies, which include the Departments of Environmental Protection, Public 

Utilities, Energy Resources, Conservation & Recreation, Agricultural Resources, and Fish & Game. 

Secretary Theoharides also serves as Chairman of the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, the 

Energy Facilities Siting Board, and the Ma ssachusetts Clean Energy Center.  



In 2016, Katie Theoharides joined the Baker -Polito Administration as Director of Climate and Global 

Warming Solutions in the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs. As Director and later 

Assistant Secretary, Theoharides guided the development and implementation of the AdministrationɅs 

efforts to safeguard Massachusetts from the impacts of climate change, support cities and towns, and 

coordinate efforts across state government to reduce emissions and adapt to th e impacts of climate 

change. She worked to implement Executive Order 569, led the development of the State Hazard 

Mitigation and Climate Adaptation Plan and created the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness program, 

working to grow the program to reach 50 p ercent of cities and towns in the Commonwealth in less than 

3 years. Theoharides was promoted to Undersecretary in 2019 and continued to lead the 

CommonwealthɅs efforts on climate change, including working to strengthen regional and national 

coalitions foc used on bipartisan state climate leadership including the United States Climate Alliance and 

the Transportation Climate Initiative.  

 

Trained as a field biologist, Theoharides began her policy career working in Washington, D.C. at the 

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition and Defenders of Wildlife. During her time in DC, Theoharides 

worked on the federal farm bill and conservation policy and helped establish a national program that 

partnered with federal and state agencies to incorporate climate change  adaptation into policy, budgets, 

and planning. After returning to Massachusetts, Theoharides served as the Executive Director of the 

Hilltown Land Trust and  founded Theoharides Consulting which provided climate and environmental 

policy analysis, strategic  planning, and facilitation to universities, government agencies and non -profits. 

Theoharides received a B.A. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from Dartmouth College and Masters of 

Science in Ecology and Environmental Biology from University of Massachu setts -Boston. Originally from 

western Massachusetts, Theoharides lives with her husband, three young children in Arlington, 

Massachusetts.  

 

SPEAKERS 

 

Theodore A. Barten,  PE, Founding Principal  

Epsilon Associates, Inc.  

3 Mill & Main Place, Suite 250 , Maynard, MA 01754 

978-897-7100 | tbarten@epsilonassociates.com   

 

A Founding Princip al of Epsilon Associates, Mr. Barten has more than four decades of experience in 

engineering and environmental consulting in the energy field.  For the past 4 ½ years Ted has focused his 

professional efforts on the licensing and permitting of utility scale  offshore wind projects for Vineyard 

Wind and its co -owners Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners and Avangrid Renewables.  

 

A 1973 environmental engineering graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and a Registered 

Professional Engineer in several states, Ted began his career with United Engineers & Constructors in 

Boston.  While at UE&C, he earned an MBA at Northeastern.   In 1986, he joined HMM Associates and was 

responsible for building a respected energy permitting practice.  Ted became President of HMM 

Associates in 1989.  Following the 1994 acquisition of HMM, he was Executive Vice President responsible 

for Earth TechɅs 700-person commercial consulting operation.  

 

In early 1997, Ted, Peggy Briggs and five senior colleagues from the former HMM Associates co -founded 

Epsilon Associates.  ϥn the firmɅs early years, he was Project Manager for EpsilonɅs licensing and 

permitt ing efforts for several major merchant power projects.  Later, he was responsible for permitting a 

range of complex transmission and gas pipeline projects in Massachusetts and New York.  On January 1, 

2018, after serving as EpsilonɅs Co-Managing Principal since 1997, Ted was pleased to pass the baton to 

his partner, Ro b OɅNeal, CCM, ϥNCE Bd. Certified.  

 



Since early 2017, Ted has served as EpsilonɅs Principal-in-Charge for Vineyard WindɅs first 800 MW project 

in Lease Area 501.   Environmental analyses were  conducted in 2017, with initial Federal and 

Massachusetts filings made in December 2017.   Vineyard Wind was selected as the winning bidder in the 

Massachusetts Section 83 process in May of 2018; Massachusetts, regional and local approvals were 

secured by  mid -2019.  The BOEM review continued into 2020; the Project received its federal Record of 

Decision in May, 2021.  For the past two years, Ted has also been involved in routing, licensing and 

permitting efforts for Vineyard WindɅs second project, including the 800 MW Park City Wind Project and 

the associated Vineyard Wind Connector 2.  

 

Bruce Carlisle , Managing Director, Offshore Wind  

Massachusetts Clean Energy Center  

63 Franklin Street, Boston, MA 02110  

617-315-9330 | bcarlisle@masscec.com  

 

Bruce K. Carlisle is the Managing Director of Offshore Wind for the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 

(MassCEC).  At MassCEC, Mr. Carlisle leads efforts to advance the successful and responsible 

development of the offshore wind secto r in the Commonwealth.  Bruce directs programs and initiatives 

for MassCEC including planning and siting, stakeholder engagement, supply chain support and growth, 

workforce development and training, ports and infrastructure assessment and utilization, mari ne studies 

and characterization, transmission, and research and innovation in offshore wind development, 

technology and operations.  He coordinates Massachusetts efforts and interests with federal offshore 

wind energy leasing and development and serves on several of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 

ManagementɅs ϥntergovernmental Task Forces for Offshore Renewable Energy.  Bruce also oversees the 

operations of the New Bedford Marine Commerce Terminal, the nationɅs first purpose-built facility 

designed to support t he staging, assembly, deployment, and construction of offshore wind projects.  Mr. 

Carlisle holds a Masters in Environmental Policy degree from Tufts University.  

 

Zachary Gerson , Counsel 

Foley Hoag, LLP 

Seaport West , 155 Seaport Boulevard , Boston, MA 02210 -2600 

617-832-1247 | zgerson@foleyhoag.com  

 

Clients rely on Zach Gerson for his experience providing regulatory and strategic advice on 

environmental, cleantech, and energy matters. Zach advises developers of renewable and conventional 

energy projects and owners of existing generation facilities on the opportunities and obligations that 

flow from the dynamic legal and regulatory landscape in the energy and cleantech space. He also 

regularly represents clients before administrative bodies, inclu ding public utility commissions, and in 

litigation in state and federal courts. Zach is a member of the firmɅs Energy, Cleantech & Climate practice 

group and a regular contributor to the Energy & Cleantech Counsel blog.  

James Graham,  Senior Partner  

Environmental Resources Management, Inc. (ERM)  

9225 Indian Creek Parkway, Ste. 1050 , Overland Park, KS 66210 

M: 913-217-5919 | james.graham@erm.com  

 

James Graham is a senior partner at ERM and has worked in the renewables sector for over a decade 

including  as the partner that oversaw the Vineyard Wind 1 Project EIS under the direction of the Bureau 

of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) for the previous 3 years. His 36 yearsɅ experience in the 

renewable energy, power, transportation, mining, and manufacturing se ctors includes the permitting of 

onshore and offshore commercial -scale wind energy facilities that ranged from 150 megawatts (MW) to 

1,000 MW in generation capacity. JamesɅ experience also includes the development of permitting 



matrices, micro -siting of fa cility structures and infrastructure, stakeholder engagement (land use 

meetings, rezoning petitions, open houses and public hearings), consultations with federal, state and 

local agencies, litigation support, management plans (SPCC, SWPP and BMPs), and con struction 

oversight/site restoration.  

 

Maria Hartnett,  Principal  

Epsilon Associates, Inc.  

3 Mill & Main Place, Suite 250, Maynard, MA 01754  

978-897-7100 | mhartnett@epsilonassociates.com  

 

Maria Hartnett is a Principal at Epsilon Associates and specializes in environmental permitting and 

scientific analyses for offshore wind energy development, coastal and marine projects, dredging and 

disposal activities, and waterfront developments.  Maria holds a holds a masterɅs degree in Earth 

Sciences and has been providing environmental consulting services for over 20 years.  Epsilon has 

served as the lead environmental permitting consultant for Vineyard Wind since early 2017 and Maria is 

EpsilonɅs project manager for federal permitting for Vineyard Wind.  Maria managed the preparation of 

the Vineyard Wind 1 Construction and Operations Plan (COP) - the first COP filed with the Bureau of 

Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) for the current generation of utility -scale offshore wind projects - 

and has been actively i nvolved throughout the NEPA process for Vineyard Wind 1.  Maria has also 

testified as an expert witness for the Vineyard Wind 1 project.  

 

Heather Heater, PMP, Program Manager  

Environmental Resources Management, Inc. (ERM)  

1701 Golf Road, Suite 1 -700, Rolling Meadows, IL 60008  

M: 708-212-6860 | heather.heater@erm.com  

 

Heather Heater is ERMɅs Offshore Wind Program Manager and has worked on offshore wind projects for 

the past decade. She was the project manager for the Vineyard Wind 1 Project EIS under the dir ection of 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) for the previous 3 years, and previously served as the 

regulatory permitting manager for the Cape Wind Offshore Project. She has over two decades of 

regulatory experience for numerous projects across the U .S. and was based on the east coast for a 

significant portion of her career. She understands the requirements of NEPA and BOEM based on her 20 

years of experience working in the renewable energy sector. HeatherɅs experience also covers onshore 

wind, solar,  transmission lines, pipelines, and power generation facilities. She has experience in 

developing and implementing regulatory permitting strategies, conducting feasibility and siting studies, 

and preparing and filing environmental impact statements. Heathe r has led or participated in agency 

coordination and consultation efforts with various agencies and has a current and thorough 

understanding of federal and state environmental regulations in multiple states.  

 

Holly Carlson Johnston,  Associate 

Epsilon Associates, Inc.  

3 Mill & Main Place, Suite 250 , Maynard, MA 01754 

978-897-7100 | hcjohnston@epsilonassociates.com  

 

Holly Carlson Johnston is an Associate with a strong background in environmental law, who specializes in 

environmental permitting f or offshore wind energy development, coastal and marine projects, linear 

infrastructure projects, and real estate development.  For almost 20 years at Epsilon, Ms. Johnston has 

been providing environmental consulting services in support of permit applicati ons at the local, regional, 

state, and federal levels.  She has testified as an expert witness and conducted regulatory research to aid 



permitting efforts and to provide EpsilonɅs Principals and Associates with analyses of the latest legislative 

and regula tory developments.  

 

Adam P. Kahn,  Partner  

Foley Hoag, LLP 

Seaport West , 155 Seaport Boulevard , Boston, MA 02210 -2600 

617-832-1206 | akahn@foleyhoag.com  

 

Adam is a partner in the Boston office of Foley Hoag LLP. He works on renewable and traditional energy 

issues, complex project siting and permitting, environmental and energy disputes, energy and 

environmental regulatory matters, environmental compliance, corporate and real estate transactions, 

and remediation and redevelopment of contaminated property. As a key member of the firm's Energy & 

Climate Group, he has a particular specialty with regard to renewable energy projects, including offshore 

wind and re lated transmission, solar generation projects, hydroelectric developments, energy storage, 

and emerging technologies such as fusion. His practice also includes climate change resiliency and 

adaptation, greenhouse gas issues, environmental sustainability an d environmental corporate social 

responsibility. Adam has represented clients in the arena of international environmental law, including 

representing states before the International Court of Justice in The Hague.  

 

Rachel Pachter,  Chief Development Officer  

Vineyard Wind  

700 Pleasant St, New Bedford, MA 02740  

 

Contact: Rosalie DeCosta, External Affairs Manager 

M: 508-237-0223 | rdecosta@vineyardwind.com  

 

Rachel Pachter is Vineyard WindɅs Chief Development Officer. Rachel has decades of experience in 

offshore wind development in the US, specifically in permitting and regulatory compliance, 

environmental and site investigation, federal, state, and local regulations, stakeholder engagement, and 

public relations. Rachel led and finalized the approval for the first fully permitted offshore wind farm in 

federal waters of the United States. Rachel oversees all of Vineyard WindɅs development, permitting, and 

environmental activities, as well as workforce development, community engagement, and cross industry 

initiatives on environmental and fisheries matters. Rachel has a degree in Geology from the University of 

Alaska. 

 

UPCOMING EBC PROGRAMS 

 

JULY 2021 

July 13: New Hampshire Leadership Webinar ɀ NH DES Commissioner Robert Scott  

July 15: Site Remediation Webinar ɀ MassDEP Regional Deputy Directors ɀ Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup  

July 16: Third Annual New England Energy Leadership Conference  

July 20: Site Remediation and Redevelopment Webinar ɀ Beneficial Use Determinations (BUDs)  

July 20: Solid Waste Management Discussion Meeting ɀ Marine Wrap / Agricultural Wra p / Pyrolysis  

July 20: Connecticut Chapter Discussion ɀ Hiring Practices in a Virtual World  

July 21: Ascending Professionals Committee Virtual Program Planning Meeting  

July 22: Rhode Island Webinar  ɀ RIDEM Compliance and Enforcement  

July 23: Third Annual New England Climate Change and Resiliency Summit ɀ Two Session Event 

 
Environmental Business Council of New England, Inc.  

375 Harvard St, Suite 2   Brookline, MA 02446  

617-505-1818  //  ebc@ebcne.org //  www.ebcne.org  // Twitter @ebcne  


