
 

 

 

 

 

 

EBC / AIA Massachusetts Present 
 

Massachusetts Sweeping Climate Legislation with Speaker 

Massachusetts Senator Michael J. Barrett  

 

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 

 

AGENDA 
 

1:00 p.m. Welcome 

• John Nunnari, Executive Director, AIA Massachusetts 

 

Introduction 

• Julie Eaton Ernst, P.E., Vice Chair, EBC Climate Change and Air Committee 

Lead Resiliency Engineer, Weston & Sampson 

 

1:15 p.m. Legislative Briefing – Climate Change Legislation 

 

 

Michael J. Barrett 

Massachusetts Senator  

 

 

 

 

1:45 p.m. Moderated Q & A  

 

Moderators: 

• Julie Eaton Ernst, P.E., Lead Resiliency Engineer, Weston & Sampson 

• John Nunnari, Executive Director, AIA Massachusetts 

 

2:30 p.m. Adjourn 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

   

Michael J. Barrett, Senator  

Massachusetts State House 

24 Beacon St., Room 109-D, Boston, MA, 02133 

(617) 722-1572 | Mike.Barrett@masenate.gov 

  

Mike Barrett is State Senator for nine Massachusetts communities — Bedford, Carlisle, Chelmsford, 

Concord, Lincoln, Waltham, Weston, and large parts of Lexington and Sudbury.  

 



Mike serves as Senate Chair of the Legislature’s Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy.  

The committee’s jurisdiction covers everything from cell phones to alternative energy to public utility 

reform to carbon pricing. 

 

He previously served as Chair of the Senate Post-Audit and Oversight Committee, a unique body charged 

with overseeing implementation of all state programs run by the Governor and his appointees.  Upon 

entering the Legislature several years ago, Mike was appointed Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on 

Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities, an assignment with wide responsibility for programs that 

help poor women, abused and neglected kids, troubled teens and people with physical and intellectual 

challenges.  Over the course of his term, funding for the Department of Children and Families reversed 

course and began to climb, after years of steady and injurious decline.  Mike also serves as Senate Chair of 

the Mass. Legislature’s Disabilities Caucus. 

 

For 17 years before his 2012 election, Mike made his living in health care and information technology, first 

as CEO and General Counsel of the Visiting Nurse Associations of New England, a health care system 

composed of 70 home health nursing agencies, and then as a health care IT analyst for Forrester Research 

and Critical Mass Consulting.  Prior to working in the private sector, Mike served in both the Massachusetts 

House of Representatives and State Senate, where he was a leader on issues ranging from gay rights to 

human services.  

 

In 1990, during his first stint as State Senator, Mike wrote an Atlantic Monthly cover story in which he 

advocated a longer school day and year for American students.  A year later, he was named one of nine 

commissioners on the National Education Commission on Time and Learning, created by the U.S. 

Congress to examine the issues raised in the Atlantic article. 

 

In 1992 Mike drafted and saw through to enactment domestic violence legislation for Massachusetts that 

was precedent-setting in the United States, in that it required judges to consult a comprehensive 

computerized registry of offenders before they ruled on requests for restraining orders. He was also 

successful as lead sponsor of major environmental legislation regulating uses of toxic materials in 

manufacturing within the state. 

 

Mike graduated from Harvard College and the Northeastern University School of Law.  He lives in 

Lexington with his wife Nancy.  They have twin daughters. 

 

 

MODERATORS 

 

Julie Eaton Ernst, P.E., Lead Resiliency Engineer 

Weston & Sampson 

55 Walkers Brook Drive, Reading, MA 01867 

(978) 818-9008 | eatonj@wseinc.com 

 

Julie Eaton Ernst is a licensed professional engineer and is the lead resiliency engineer at Weston & 

Sampson. For over a decade, her professional and academic ventures have focused on looking at climate 

change resiliency and adaptation. Julie approaches climate resilience from the dual perspectives of 

policy/planning and design/engineering to communicate the need for planning and preparedness, 

evaluate potential impacts to vulnerable infrastructure and natural resources, and develop a range of 

resilient design strategies that emphasize flexible approaches, manage risk and uncertainty, and create 

value. She specializes in applying climate projections in civil design practices and translating conceptual 

adaptation strategies into feasible engineered solutions. Julie is currently the project manager for the 

Resilient MA Action Team (RMAT) technical assistance project, which is tasked with developing state-wide 

climate resilient standards, best practices for applying standards, and a resilient capital planning 



evaluation tool. She is also working on numerous flood resilient waterfront parks, including Moakley Park 

in South Boston and Langone & Puopolo Park in the North End, and is supporting designs for integrated 

flood protection along a designated port area in Massachusetts and WWTP flood resilience projects in 

Connecticut and South Carolina. 

 

Julie was the project manager for the City of Boston Public Works Department’s Climate Resilient Design 

Standards and Guidelines for Protection of Public Rights-of-way, which received several awards, including 

the 2019 EBC EBEE – Nicholas Humber Award for Outstanding Collaboration, the 2018 New England 

Stormwater Collaborative “Stormy Award”, and the 2019 APWA National Award for Exceptional 

Performance in Sustainability. Some of her recent past projects also include the MBTA Blue Line Aquarium 

Station Flood Vulnerability Assessment, and the Massachusetts Division of Capital Asset management and 

Maintenance (DCAMM) Statewide Resiliency Master Plan. Julie received a 2018 Ascending Leader Award 

from the Environmental Business Council for her work in climate resilience. Julie also serves on the 

steering committee for the EBC/UMass Boston Climate Adaptation Forum. She is a certified MVP Provider 

and has Bachelor’s degrees in Political Science (University of Rochester) and Civil Engineering (UMass 

Lowell), and a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering (UMass Lowell). 

 

John Nunnari, Executive Director 

AIA Massachusetts 

290 Congress Street, Suite 200, Boston, MA 02210-1024 

(617) 391-4000 | jnunnari@architects.org 

 

John Nunnari is the Executive Director of the Massachusetts chapter of the American Institute of Architects 

(AIA MA), which is a consortium of the Boston Society of Architects, the central Massachusetts chapter of 

the AIA, and the western Massachusetts chapter of the AIA. Before his work with AIA MA, he worked for 15 

years at HMFH Architects Inc. specializing in the design and construction of public schools. During that 

time he was a long-standing member of both the AIA MA Government Affairs Committee and the BSA 

Codes Committee. For the last eleven years John has worked for AIA MA to implement its various 

legislative and regulatory policy goals. He has helped organize AIA MA’s bi-annual Freshman Legislators 

Breakfast and Architects Day on the Hill. As AIA MA’s registered lobbyist, he attends legislative and 

regulatory hearings and meets with legislators and regulators to discuss and promote AIA MA endorsed 

public policy positions. He has lobbied Congress on behalf of AIA National and is AIA MA’s appointed 

member to the AIA State Government Network. 


