
 

 
 

EBC Solid Waste Management Webinar 

The Future of Solid Waste Management in New England 
 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

 

AGENDA 

 

9:00 a.m. Welcome: David Murphy, Chair, EBC Solid Waste Management Committee 

 Vice President, Tighe & Bond 
 

Program Introduction – What You Will Learn: 

• Debra Darby, Program Co-Chair 

Manager – Organics Sustainability Solutions, Tetra Tech 
 

  9:20 a.m.   2020 Hindsight: Re-visiting the 1990 MassDEP Solid Waste Master Plan 

• George Aronson, Principal 

   Commonwealth Resource Management Corporation 
 

9:35 a.m.  Status of Existing Solid Waste Assets in New England  

• Steve Changaris, Vice President, Northeast Region 

   National Waste and Recycling Association    
 

9:50 a.m.  European Waste Treatment Success Examples and How They Can Be 

Implemented in New England 

• Luis de la Parte, Project Director, Sacyr Group 
 

10:15 a.m. Networking Opportunity 
 

10:25 a.m. Break 
 

10:30 a.m. Opportunity Zones and Solid Waste: the USEPA Role in Supporting Community 

Revitalization and Development 

• Jessica Dominguez, Opportunity Zone and Smart Sector Advisor 

   EPA New England - Region 1 
 

10:55 a.m. GHG Legislation and the Ramifications on Existing Solid Waste Infrastructure 

• Wilbert Yang, Senior Solid Waste Engineer, Tetra Tech 
 

11:20 a.m. Moderated Discussion 
 

Moderator: Peter Durning, Program Co-Chair 

Managing Shareholder, Mackie Shea Durning, P.C. 
 

12:00 p.m. Adjourn 



 
PROGRAM CO-CHAIRS 

 

Debra Darby, Manager, Organics Sustainability Solutions 

Tetra Tech  

Local Office: 553 Washington Street, Gloucester MA 01930 

Corporate: 100 Crystal Run Road, Suite 101, Middletown, NY 10941 

(845) 695-0297 | M (978) 376-8879 | Debra.Darby@TetraTech.com 

 

Debra C. Darby is a manager of organics sustainability solutions with Tetra Tech, an engineering and 

environmental consulting firm with a focus on solid waste and organics. She has 14 years of organics 

experience within the solid waste industry and she is a certified composting professional (CCP). Ms. 

Darby has garnered a reputation as a leader in her field through her extensive background working with 

organics and compostable materials, and assisting clients to reach their sustainability and zero waste 

goals through the design and implementation of organics diversion programs and technologies, 

including composting and anaerobic digestion systems. In addition to her technical expertise, Ms. Darby 

also has 20 years of experience in marketing and has served as a strategic advisor in the public and 

private sector. As part of Tetra Tech’s solid waste solutions team, she is involved with solid waste master 

planning, permitting, and the operations of organics management systems.  

 

Ms. Darby received a M.S., Cleaner Production/Pollution Prevention from the University of Massachusetts 

Lowell and a B.S. from Emerson College in Boston MA. Ms. Darby lives in Gloucester MA and serves on 

the city’s Clean Energy Commission. She is also a board member of MassRecycle. 

 

Peter Durning, Managing Shareholder 

Mackie Shea Durning, P.C. 

20 Park Plaza, Suite 1001, Boston, MA 02116 

(617) 266-5104 | pdurning@mackieshea.com 

 

Peter F. Durning focuses his practice in the areas of environmental litigation, enforcement defense, land 

use and permitting, with a specific focus on water and wetlands related matters. His experience includes 

adjudicatory hearings before the MassDEP, zoning disputes, judicial review of administrative 

proceedings, and appellate work. He recently prevailed in an adjudicatory hearing on behalf of the 

developer of a 50-lot residential development located near wetlands and has participated in a range of 

alternative dispute resolution activities, including arbitrations, multi-party settlement negotiations, and 

mediations. 

 

Peter handles a range of wetlands adjudicatory appeals, solid waste site assignment hearings, zoning 

cases, citizen suits regarding stormwater discharges, U.S. EPA enforcement actions, permitting, business 

and transactional consulting, as well as local, state and federal permit proceedings and appeals. His 

clients include public companies, high net worth individuals, investors in renewable energy facilities, 

small businesses and municipalities. He also performs environmental due diligence for real estate 

transactions, development contracts and corporate transactions. 

 

Peter earned his J.D. from Boston College Law School in 2003 and is admitted to practice in 

Massachusetts. Prior to joining the firm, he was an associate at Goulston & Storrs, P.C., where he worked 

on several environmental remediation cost recover actions under M.G.L. c. 21E and advised clients on 

zoning and permitting issues. 

 

 

 

 



 
SPEAKERS 

 

George Aronson, Principal  

Commonwealth Resource Management Corporation (CRMC)  

229 Billings Street, Sharon, MA 02067  

(781) 784-8835 | garonson@crmcx.com  

 

George Aronson is a principal and co-founder of CommonWealth Resource Management Corporation 

(CRMC), which has provided project development assistance on solid waste management and alternative 

energy projects since 1991, and which develops specialized environmental projects through subsidiaries. 

At the Crapo Hill Landfill in New Bedford, CRMC developed, owns and operates a landfill gas-to-electricity 

facility and an anaerobic digestion facility producing bio-gas that is co-fired with the landfill gas.  

 

Mr. Aronson has mentored teams of entrepreneurs competing for the MIT Energy Prize, which led to an 

ongoing relationship municipal officials responsible for solid waste planning for the Tinghu District of 

Yancheng City in Jiangsu Province in China. Municipal clients of CRMC in New England include the 

municipal sponsors of the Fiberight facility being developed in Hampden, Maine, as well as the Towns of 

Bourne, Nantucket, Plymouth and Yarmouth. Mr. Aronson has degrees in mechanical engineering from 

MIT and in public policy from the Kennedy School at Harvard University. 

 

Steven Changaris, Vice President, Northeast Region  

National Waste & Recycling Association  

482 Southbridge Street, Suite 373, Auburn, MA 01501  

(508) 839-4751 | schangaris@wasterecycling.org  

 

Steve is a 22-year veteran of NW&RA, which is a 51 year old Washington, DC based trade group that is 

dedicated to the promotion of private sector companies that offer environmentally sound and 

economically efficient management of solid wastes and recyclables. Steve covers the northeastern states 

of New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Vermont and 

Maine. He works with the region's waste companies and interacts on their behalf at the state, local, 

regional, special authority and county level. He works with legislative and elected officials as well as 

administrative and regulatory officials in all solid waste areas. Steve holds a master degree in political 

science and his role at NW&RA is primarily that of a manager of the many, varied specialties within the 

industry. He works constantly to bring consensus on issues with independent waste company owners, 

corporate executives of publicly traded companies, engineers, recyclers, facility operators, policy folks, 

lawyers and more. Once this process yields a consensus for action on an issue, Steve then goes about 

working with his members and others to see that the industry's voice is heard on the matter at hand. 

Steve resides in Massachusetts with his wife Anne. He has two adult children. His interests include golf 

and cabin life along the Delaware River in its wild and scenic upper region. 

 

Luis De La Parte, Director 

Sacyr Group 

40 Cold Spring Road, Rocky Hill, CT 

(860) 790-9067 | ladelaparte@sacyr.com 

 

Luis holds a Master’s of Science degree in Civil Engineering and has 30 years of experience in the 

construction and operation of large solid waste treatment facilities. He served as Urbaser’s Country 

Manager in multiple European countries and held the role of Managing Director of various companies 

within the Urbaser Group.  His professional career focused in the infrastructure construction and 

services development market working for global industry leaders such as Dragados, ACS, and most 

recently the SACYR Group.  Furthermore, he has successfully led multinational and multidisciplinary 



 
teams, including the construction and commissioning of the Marseille’s Solid Waste Treatment Plant 

(France) with a budget of more than 430 million euros, still Urbaser’s flagship project.  The facility is a 

one-stop shop for a municipality’s waste management system with the ability to manage recyclables, 

process organics through anaerobic digestion processes, and create electricity through waste to energy 

facility for residuals unable to be reused or turned into a commodity. He currently lives in Connecticut 

developing projects for the SACYR Group. 

 

Jessica Dominguez, Opportunity Zone and Smart Sector Advisor 

EPA New England - Region 1 

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100, Mail Code (01-3), Boston, MA 02109-3912  

(617) 918-1627 | Dominguez.Jessica@epa.gov 

 

Jessica Dominguez is the Opportunity Zone and Smart Sector Advisor in the EPA Region 1 Regional 

Administrator’s Office.  In this role, she guides policy and provides support to priority economic sector 

and community revitalization efforts.  Prior to this role she served for 13 years as a Project Officer and 

the Sustainable Development Lead for the EPA Region 1 Brownfields Program.  Jessica has worked 

directly with over 40 grantees, and maintained oversight of over 395 projects under more than 60 

different grant and technical assistance awards.  She also served for six years as a regional point of 

contact under the Region 1 Deputy Regional Administrator for national matters related to sustainability, 

most notably co-chairing the cross-office Region 1 Sustainability Steering Committee, and serving as a 

primary agency representative to the Partnership for Sustainable Communities among the regional 

offices of HUD, DOT, FEMA, USDA-RD, and EPA.  Prior to working at the EPA, Jessica was an 

environmental scientist with a consulting firm, where her work focused on natural resource 

management, planning and restoration.  Jessica has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology-Environmental 

Science from Colby College and an interdisciplinary Master’s degree from the University of Rhode Island, 

focusing on coastal community planning and natural resources. She also holds a certificate in Leadership 

Development and is a senior fellow in the national Environmental Leadership Program (ELP).  Jessica is a 

life-long New Englander and currently lives just outside of Boston with her husband and two daughters. 

 

Wilbert Yang, Senior Solid Waste Engineer 

Tetra Tech 

885 Dunsmuir Street, Vancouver, BC, CA 504318 

(604) 608-8648 | Wilbert.Yang@tetratech.com 

 

Wilbert Yang is an environmental engineer with 30 years of experience in the environmental and waste 

management field.  His career includes being a regulator for the Ministry of Environment, planning 

engineer for Metro Vancouver and consultant with Tetra Tech.  

 

From a professional perspective, his experience can be summarized in the following manner: As a 

regulator, he assessed waste discharges and developed regulations and guidelines for the waste 

management industry; as a municipal planning engineer, he developed waste diversion programs and 

worked with cities to implement and improve those programs; as a consultant, he works with cities 

across North America developing solid waste master plans, implementing organic waste management 

programs and benchmarking solid waste management systems. 

 

Wilbert loves solid waste planning because it influences the way we live - hopefully for the better. He also 

recognizes that in the world of solid waste management “one size does not fit all” and the best system is 

one that suit the community’s values and ultimately something that its members would use”. 

 

 

 



 
UPCOMING EBC PROGRAMS 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2020 

November 12: Ascending Professionals Webinar – Managing Risk – Environmental Insurance 101 

November 13: 14th Annual Dredging Conference – Cleaning Up Past Contamination 

November 16: Water Resources Committee Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

November 18: Leadership Webinar: Post-Election Congressional Briefing – US Senator Edward Markey 

November 20: Climate Adaptation Forum: Resilience and Equity in Transportation 

 

DECEMBER 2020 

December 1: EBC Spotlight on Outstanding Collaboration – The Art of Working Together 

December 2: 8th Annual New England Offshore Wind Conference: 2020 Decisions 

December 2: Climate Adaptation Forum Networking Event – Climate Cocktails 

December 7: Energy Resources Committee Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

December 7: Dam Management Committee Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

December 8: Water Resources Webinar – The Clean Water Act at (Almost) 50 

December 8: New Hampshire Chapter Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

December 9: Rhode Island Chapter Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

 

JANUARY 2020 

January 7: Briefing from MassDEP Headquarters Leadership Team with Keynote Speaker Suuberg 

January 11: Infrastructure Committee Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

January 11: Ocean and Coastal Resources Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

January 20: Leadership Webinar – Massachusetts Environmental and Energy Agenda for 2021 

January 25: Climate Change and Air Committee Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

January 25: Site Remediation and Redevelopment Committee Virtual Program Planning Meeting 

January 28: 15th Annual Construction and Demolition Materials Management Regional Summit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Environmental Business Council of New England, Inc. 

375 Harvard St, Suite 2   Brookline, MA 02446 

617-505-1818  //  ebc@ebcne.org //  www.ebcne.org  // Twitter @ebcne 
 

 


