
 
 

EBC Professional Development Program: 

“How do I get there from here?” 
 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 
 

Bowditch & Dewey LLP | Framingham, MA 

 

AGENDA 

 

6:00 p.m. Welcome: Jen Garner, Attorney, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP 
 

Speaker Introduction: Carley Przystac, Water Resource Specialist, VHB, Inc. 

 

6:05 p.m. The Twists and Turns of an Environmental Career 

 

 Robert D. Cox, Jr., Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP 

 Kelly R. Knee, Technical Director, RPS 

 

6:25 p.m. Open Discussion 

 

7:00 p.m.  Networking 

 

7:30 p.m. Adjourn 

 

 

 

SPEAKERS 
 

Robert D. Cox, Jr., Partner 

Bowditch & Dewey, LLP 

311 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01608 

508.926.3409 | rcox@bowditch.com 

 

Bob Cox counsels clients on environmental compliance and enforcement actions concerning water, air, 

hazardous waste, and solid waste matters. He represents clients in cost recovery claims and private party 

litigation under Chapter 21E and CERCLA in state and federal courts. Bob regularly advises clients on 

brownfields development activities and on strategies to limit or shift environmental liability risks in 

connection with real estate or business transfers. He has extensive experience advising and defending clients 

before local boards with respect to license and permitting issues. 

 

He also has significant experience in NPDES water permitting, including appeals of NPDES permits to the 

Environmental Appeals Board, as well as administrative appeals and hearings on MassDEP issued permits. He 

defends claims and actions brought by government environmental enforcement agencies. 



Bob currently serves as a Board Member and Vice-Chair of Programming of the Environmental Business 

Council of New England and as chair of the Mayor’s Brownfields Task Force, City of Worcester. 

 

Bob is recognized as one of the top environmental lawyers in Massachusetts by Chambers USA, America’s 

Leading Lawyers for Business.  He has been selected by his peers as one of the Best Lawyers in America in the 

practice area of Environmental Law and Litigation – Environmental, and since 2004, has been selected for 

inclusion in Massachusetts Super Lawyers. 

 

Kelly R. Knee, Technical Director 

RPS ASA 

55 Village Square Drive, South Kingstown, RI 02879 

401.789.6224 | kelly.knee@rpsgroup.com 

 

Ms. Knee is an engineer and data management specialist with RPS ASA and currently serves as the technical 

director. She has a broad engineering and scientific background but has specialized in coastal flooding issues 

for almost 15 years.  Over her 13 years at ASA she has completed numerous coastal flooding and vulnerability 

studies both nationally and internationally. 

 

In addition to her focus on coastal issues, Ms. Knee has also has more than 13 years of experience in GIS, 

modeling, software development, ocean observing, and data management and communication.  She 

currently manages numerous complex data management, distribution, and visualization projects for NOAA, 

the USACE, and NROC.  Prior to joining ASA in 2004 she used a Fulbright Fellowship to study the impacts of 

sea level rise and storm surge flooding in the country of Mauritius by integrating GIS and systems engineering 

models. 

 

PROGRAM CO-CHAIRS 
 

Jen Garner, Attorney 

Bowditch & Dewey, LLP 

175 Crossing Boulevard, Suite 500, Framingham, MA 01702 

T 617-757-6524 | jgarner@bowditch.com 

 
Jen Garner is an attorney at Bowditch & Dewey, LLP and counsels real estate owners, developers and industry 

professionals on matters involving real estate disputes, zoning and environmental compliance and enforcement 

actions, permitting, and construction disputes. Drawing on her experience as a commercial litigator, Jen 

routinely advocates for her clients before municipal and regulatory boards and in state and federal court. Jen is 

a member of the Environmental Business Council’s Ascending Professionals Committee. 

 

Carley Przystac, Water Resource Specialist 

VHB, Inc. 

101 Walnut Street Watertown, MA 02471 

T 617.607.1857 | cprzystac@vhb.com 

 

Carley is a Water Resource Specialist in VHB’s Environmental practice.  At VHB, she works with municipal, state, 

and private clients to study and design solutions for stormwater, river, and wetland-related challenges.  She has 

provided technical support for several impaired waters projects, drainage modeling, FEMA flood mapping, and 

climate resiliency analyses. 

 

Carley is an Engineer in Training, and is working toward professional certification.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Mount Holyoke College and a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Massachusetts.  

She is currently pursuing a Master of Science from Johns Hopkins University. 


