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Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

 

Foley Hoag LLP | Boston, Massachusetts 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

6:15 p.m. Welcome: Daniel K. Moon, President and Executive Director, EBC 

 

Welcome to Foley Hoag: Seth Jaffe, Partner, Foley Hoag, LLP 

 

6:25 p.m. Update from the Office of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act 

 MEPA Review 2016 – 2017 

 Top Ten Ways to Improve Filings and MEPA Review Process 

 Climate Change – Leadership, Collaboration and Action 

 

Keynote Speaker 

 Deirdre Buckley 

Assistant Secretary of Environmental Review and MEPA Director 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

 

With MEPA Staff 

 Page Czepiga, Environmental Analyst 

 Erin Flaherty, Program Coordinator 

 Alex Strysky, Environmental Analyst 

 Josie Wixon, Program Coordinator 

 

7:15 p.m. Moderated Discussion 
 

Moderator: Fran Hoey, Vice Chair – Membership, EBC Board of Directors 

Senior Vice President, Tighe & Bond 

 

7:45 p.m. Adjourn 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

Deirdre Buckley 

Assistant Secretary for Environmental Review and Director of the MEPA Office 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114 

(617) 626-1044 | deirdre.buckley@state.ma.us 

 

Deirdre Buckley is the Director of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) within the 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA). She advises EEA Secretary Matthew Beaton 

on the adequacy of environmental review documents and the consistency of projects with state 

environmental policy and regulations. She represents the Secretary in meetings with project 

proponents, municipalities and environmental groups. She is responsible for the day-to-day 

management of the MEPA Office and its staff.  

 

Deirdre has over 20 years of experience in environmental policy and planning. She has served as MEPA 

Director for four years. She has been responsible for more than 1,000 project reviews during that time. 

Prior to her appointment, she served as a MEPA analyst for over a decade, reviewed more than 250 

projects and assisted in the development and implementation of the MEPA Greenhouse Gas Policy and 

Protocol. Prior to joining MEPA, she served as the Assistant Director for Air Policy and Planning and the 

Special Projects Coordinator at the Office of Coastal Zone Management. Early in her career, she worked 

as a bankruptcy consultant for The Recovery Group and a development assistant at Family Services of 

Greater Boston, a non-profit social services organization. 

 

Deirdre graduated from the University of Colorado in Boulder in 1991 with a B.A. in International Affairs 

and Latin American Studies. She became fluent in Spanish while studying at the University of Costa Rica 

in San Juan. She lives in Brookline, Massachusetts with her partner, two children and a small, unruly 

garden. 

 

MEPA Office 

The Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) requires that state agencies study the 

environmental consequences of their actions, including permitting and financial assistance. It also 

requires them to take all feasible measures to avoid, minimize, and mitigate damage to the 

environment. 

 

MEPA further requires that state agencies "use all practicable means and measures to minimize 

damage to the environment," by studying alternatives to the proposed project, and developing 

enforceable mitigation commitments, which will become conditions for the project if and when they are 

permitted. 

 

MEPA applies to projects that exceed MEPA review thresholds and that require a state agency action, 

specifically that they are either proposed by a state agency or are proposed by municipal, nonprofit or 

private parties and require a permit , financial assistance , or land transfer from state agencies. 

 

MEPA review is not a permitting process. MEPA requires public study, disclosure, and development of 

feasible mitigation for a proposed project. It does not pass judgement on whether a project is 

environmentally beneficial, or whether a project can or should receive a particular permit. Those 

decisions are left to the permitting agencies. MEPA review occurs before permitting agencies act, to 

ensure that they are fully cognizant of environmental consequences of their actions. 
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MEPA review provides the mechanism through which this information collection and mitigation 

mandate is executed. MEPA empowers the Secretary of Energy & Environmental Affairs to oversee the 

review process. The process is public and encourages comments from citizens and from state, regional 

and local agencies. 

 

The MEPA Office is the staff of the Secretary of Energy & Environmental Affairs responsible for day-to-

day administration of the MEPA review process. Its job is to solicit comments from the general public 

and agencies; represent the Secretary at the public consultation sessions on projects; coordinate 

project review with the proponent, consultants, and interested agencies and citizens; and make a 

recommendation to the Secretary regarding the adequacy of environmental documentation submitted 

for a project. 

 

MODERATOR 

 

Francis J. Hoey, Senior Vice President 

Tighe & Bond 

53 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 

(413) 572.3262 | fjhoey@tighebond.com 

 

Fran is Tighe & Bond’s Business Unit Leader directing the firm’s efforts in the Renewable Energy, 

Education, Healthcare, and Real Estate markets. He has served in a lead design and management role 

for many of our largest and most complex development projects. Fran is a Director of the firm, and also 

sits on the Board of Directors for the Environmental Business Council (EBC) of New England, as well as 

the Leadership Teams for the EBC Renewable Energy Committee and the EBC Connecticut Chapter. 

Fran has over a decade of experience on the Board, and is currently Chairman, of a large municipal 

electric company with electric generation, distribution, and transmission facilities – as well as natural 

gas distribution, state-of-the-art LNG vaporization, and advanced fiber optic network. He was 

recognized by the Boston Society of Civil Engineers for his public service efforts focusing on 

hydroelectric, gas, electric, and energy issues with the Lester Gaynor Award. He was recently invited by 

Secretary Sullivan to serve on Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Adaptation Advisory Committee, 

which will advise the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs on how to address the 

potential impacts of climate change. 

 

Fran holds professional registrations in two disciplines, civil and structural. He earned his bachelor of 

science in civil engineering from Worcester Polytechnic Institute; is a Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design Accredited Professional (LEED AP); and holds professional registrations in 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, Vermont, and New York. 

 

 

Upcoming EBC Programs 

 

 Sep 14: Climate Change Program Series, Part 5 – Adaptation and Resiliency in Private Sector 

 Sep 22: Energy Program Developments at Massachusetts State & Regional Agencies 

 Sep 28: Fifth Annual Offshore Wind Conference 

 Oct 12: Energy Resources Program – Grid Modernization 

 Oct 25: Spotlight on the EBC Ascending Leader Award Recipients 

 Oct 31: Energy Resources Program – Energy Storage Innovation, Next Steps and Beyond 

 Nov 17: EBC & UMass Boston Climate Adaptation Forum – www.climateadaptationforum.org 

 


