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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 29, 2019 - Boston, MA - The Environmental Business Council of New England (EBC) is pleased to announce that 

Harrison Roakes, Project Manager with Sanborn, Head & Associates, Inc., is a recipient of the 2019 EBC Ascending 

Leader Award. 

Harrison demonstrates leadership every day both within and outside of the office. As a licensed professional engineer in 

New Hampshire, he approaches projects and challenges with great thought and has demonstrated his ability to lead 

project teams to success. 

Harrison Roakes is Professional Engineer and Project Manager with Sanborn Head. His recent work includes numerous 

soil and groundwater studies involving per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), detection monitoring at landfill and 

coal ash facilities, oversight for a large thermal remediation Superfund site, and characterization of light non-aqueous 

phase liquid (LNAPL) in the subsurface. Clients and colleagues look to Harrison’s leadership on several highly technical 

areas, including statistical analysis of environmental data, PFAS fate and transport in soil and groundwater, and LNAPL 

mobility.  

Collegiality and learning from others are hallmarks of Harrison’s professional career. He has shared over ten 

presentations on PFAS and other subjects at industry conferences and special events, as well as many more 

informational presentations for Sanborn Head and external audiences. He has also been an author on several published 

technical reports and articles, including the significant “PFAS Background in Vermont Shallow Soils” report that came 

from a partnership between Sanborn Head and the University of Vermont, with support from the Vermont Department 

of Environmental Conservation.  

Harrison holds a B.S. and M.S. in Environmental Engineering from the University of New Hampshire (UNH), and he 

actively gives back to the student-alumni network by sharing his technical experiences through teaching guest lectures 

and advising senior capstone design projects. He has also volunteered for the past eight years as the construction lead 

for the design and installation of water systems at elementary schools in the Dominican Republic. Harrison has travelled 



four times to these schools, with another trip planned for Spring 2020. The water treatment and supply project started 

in 2011 as a senior project at UNH and continues as a project at the University of Rhode Island, and it has been critical 

for the Dominican community as well as an important experience for the many students who have contributed. 

Harrison is an active member and has held leadership roles in several professional associations: Environmental Business 

Council of New England, Engineers Without Borders, American Society of Civil Engineers, and the New England Water 

Works Association. 

Each year, the EBC recognizes young professionals in the energy and environmental sectors demonstrating exceptional 

leadership and industry involvement early in their careers. Recipients are leaders within their own organizations, often 

acting as mentors to junior staff, providing thought leadership on critical issues, and leading teams on difficult or large 

projects. They also represent their organizations through participation in industry associations and committees, 

supporting the growth of the environmental and energy sectors. Early career success and rapid advancement in the 

industry are hallmarks of award recipients, who are often involved civically as well. 

Harrison will be honored at the EBC Annual Summer Garden Party in Boston on August 8, 2019. 

 

The Environmental Business Council of New England (EBC) was established in 1990 by environmental and energy 
company executives who began meeting on a regular basis to exchange ideas and share experiences. The EBC was the 
first organization in the United States established to support and foster the development of the environmental industry.  
The goal of the EBC is to enhance business and job growth of both established and emerging environmental and energy 
businesses.  For more information, please contact EBC at (617) 505-1818 or ebc@ebcne.org. 


