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AGENDA 

 

6:15 p.m. Welcome: Daniel K. Moon, President and Executive Director, EBC 

 

6:20 p.m. Opening Remarks and Introduction: Curtis L. Thalken, P.E., Senior Vice President 

Normandeau Associates, Inc. 

 

6:30 p.m. Keynote Presentation 

 

Colonel Christopher Barron 

Commander, New England District 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 

 

 

7:15 p.m. Panel Discussion with Colonel Barron 

 

Following the presentation by Colonel Barron, there will be a moderated panel 

discussion with Colonel Barron and EBC thought leaders focusing on CORPS issues of 

concern to the EBC membership. 

 

Moderator: Curtis L. Thalken, P.E., Normandeau Associates, Inc. 

 

Panel Members: 

 Arthur N. Mabbett, Chairman and CEO, Mabbett & Associates, Inc. 

 Stacy H. Minihane, PWS, Associate, Beals and Thomas, Inc. 

 Robert Hamilton, President, Woods Hole Group 

 Matthew A. Taylor, P.E., Associate Principal, GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 

 

8:00 p.m. Adjourn 

 

MODERATOR 

 

Colonel (retired) Curtis Thalken, P.E., Senior Vice President 

Normandeau Associates, Inc. 

25 Nashua Road, Bedford, NH 03102 

603.472.5191 | cthalken@normandeau.com 

 

Curt Thalken has over 30 years of engineering experience including work in both austere and developed 

environments.  He is currently the Senior Vice President, for Operations at Normandeau Associates Inc., 

one of the nation’s largest science based environmental consulting firms with over 250 employees located 

in 19 offices in 12 states.  Prior to joining Normandeau, COL Thalken served on active duty in the U.S. Army 

as an engineer officer for over 25 years, including assignments teaching at the United States Military 

Academy, at West Point NY and commanding an engineer battalion in Afghanistan.  His military 

engineering career culminated as Commander of the New England District of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE), from 2005 - 2008.  His education includes a BS from the United States Military Academy 

and MS from Dartmouth College’s Thayer School of Engineering.  He is a licensed professional engineer in 

the states of: CT, NH and FL. 



KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

Colonel Christopher J. Barron, District Commander 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District 

696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751 

978.318.8111 

 

Colonel Christopher Barron, of Goshen, New York assumed command of the New England District on July 

31, 2014. He graduated from Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

physics and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 1991. Upon 

completion of the Engineer Officer Basic Course, Colonel Barron was assigned to the 41st Engineer 

Battalion, 10th Mountain Division (LI) at Fort Drum, where he served as a Platoon Leader and Company 

Executive Officer, and deployed to Somalia and Haiti in support of combat and humanitarian relief 

operations. After the Infantry Officer Advanced Course, he was assigned to the 1st Armor Division in 

Germany, where he held a variety of positions and deployed to Macedonia and Bosnia as part of United 

Nations Peacekeeping and NATO Stabilization missions, before taking command of A Company, 16th 

Engineer Battalion. 

 

Following company command, Colonel Barron spent two years at the National Training Center at Fort 

Irwin, where he served as an Engineer Observer-Controller. After attending the Air Command and Staff 

College at Maxwell AFB, he was reassigned to the 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Benning, where he served as 

the Operations Officer for the 317th Engineer Battalion, and then as the Executive Officer for the 3rd 

Brigade’s Special Troops Battalion. During that time, he deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom, and conducted combat and reconstruction operations in Diyala Province. 

 

Upon redeployment from Iraq, Colonel Barron was assigned to Joint Task Force North at Fort Bliss, and 

provided military engineering and intelligence assistance to counter-drug missions in support of the 

Departments of Justice and Homeland Security. After Fort Bliss, he then returned to Fort Drum to assume 

command of the 7th Engineer Battalion, and deployed the battalion to southern Iraq in support of 

Operations Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn, focusing on construction missions to support the drawdown. 

After relinquishing command, Colonel Barron was reassigned to Fort Leonard Wood, and served as the 

Director of the Counter Explosive Hazards Center, where he supported the Army’s Defeat the Device Line 

of Operations for Counter-IED and provided training for Engineers conducting route clearance missions in 

Afghanistan. Colonel Barron’s most recent assignment was as the U.S. Army War College’s Visiting Defense 

Fellow at Queens University, in Kingston, Ontario. 

 

Colonel Barron’s awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense Meritorious Service 

Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary 

Medal, the NATO Medal, Combat Action Badge, Airborne Badge, Pathfinder Badge and Sapper Tab. 

 

PANEL MEMBERS 

 

Robert Hamilton, President 

Woods Hole Group 

81 Technology Park Drive, East Falmouth, MA 02536  

508.540.8080 | bhamilton@whgrp.com 

 

Mr. Hamilton is a Civil/Coastal Engineering and President of the Woods Hole Group. He has been with the 

Woods Hole Group since 1994, and has previously served as Coastal Engineer, Business Unit Director, V.P. 

for Scientific Operations, and V.P. for Business Development. He earned a B.S. in Civil Engineering from 

Lehigh University, and a M.S. from the University of Delaware Center for Applied Coastal Research.  



 

He has experience managing large and small contracts, including support for a 5-year $15M USACE New 

England District contract that included several task orders in support of EPA Region one, most notably 

related to the New Bedford Superfund Site. He is focused on development of business relationships and 

multi disciplinary project and client management. His extensive market and contracting experience 

includes government agencies, architectural/engineering partners, offshore oil and gas producers, private 

owners/developers, power utilities, and manufacturing industries. He has strong technical, analytical, and 

problem-solving skills combined with an effective leadership, communication, negotiation, and personnel 

management approach. His technical expertise is on solving problems related to shoreline erosion, coastal 

structures, water quality, environmental permitting, and the transport and dilution of thermal discharges 

and contaminants released into the marine environment.  

 

He also has multi-jurisdictional regulatory experience, including preparing EIS documents under NEPA, and 

has served as an expert witness. Mr. Hamilton’s technical skills include numerical modeling, field data 

collection, and technical writing/editing. He is responsible for developing technical approaches to complex 

projects, and for ensuring the technical teams within Woods Hole Group proceed in a logical manner 

aimed at producing high quality work products. Recent types of projects in which Mr. Hamilton has 

participating are related to salt marsh restoration, environmental sampling and testing, dredged material 

management, and environmental resource impact assessment and management planning.   

 

Arthur N. Mabbett, Chairman & CEO 

Mabbett & Associates, Inc. 

5 Alfred Circle, Bedford, MA 01730 

781.275.6050 | mabbett@mabbett.com 

 

Arthur N. Mabbett is the Chairman, CEO and founder of Mabbett & Associates, Inc. (Mabbett®), 

Consultants, Engineers and Program Managers, Bedford, Massachusetts, an internationally recognized and 

award winning firm specializing in integrated environmental, health and safety, and sustainability-energy 

consulting and engineering services to manufacturing and commercial industry, institutions and Federal, 

state and local public agencies. Mabbett is a U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs verified Service-Disabled 

Veteran-Owned Small Business. Mabbett has regional offices in Rhode Island, New Jersey and Virginia and 

was established in 1980.  Mabbett was recognized as one of the fastest growing private companies in the 

USA by Inc. magazine in 2010, 2011 and 2012 and by the Zweig Letter as one of the fastest growing 

architectural, engineering and environmental Hot Firms in North America in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. In 

2015 Mabbett was also recognized by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) as the Prime 

Contractor of the Year for Region 1 and in 2012 as the Veteran Champion Business for both Massachusetts 

and New England. 

 

Mr. Mabbett is also the founder and Chairman of Mabbett & Associates Ltd (Mabbett Ltd), Glasgow, 

Scotland, a leading United Kingdom-European Union consultancy with regional offices in Edinburgh, 

Belfast and Cardiff. Mabbett Ltd provides similar services to manufacturing and commercial industry, 

government agencies and municipal governments throughout primarily the U.K, Europe and the Middle 

East. Mabbett Ltd was established in 1996.  

 

Mr. Mabbett holds a Bachelors degree from the University of Massachusetts Boston and a Master of 

Science degree from Rutgers University. He is a Registered Professional Engineer; a Registered and 

Certified Environmental Health Scientist; a Certified Safety Professional; a Qualified Environmental 

Professional; and a Certified Hazard Control Manager. He served meritoriously in the U.S. Army as a Major, 

Environmental Science Officer; 6 years active duty and 13 years in the U.S. Army Reserve.  

 



Mr. Mabbett has broad and multi-disciplinary experience in the environmental, health and safety fields. He 

is the author of numerous technical publications and is a regular featured speaker at various conferences 

and events. He is the founding President of the Environmental Business Council of New England and 

serves on a number of Boards in leadership positions to include: Boy Scouts of America, Spirit of 

Adventure Council; British American Business Council of New England; and the University of 

Massachusetts Boston. 

 

Stacy H. Minihane, PWS, Associate  

Beals and Thomas, Inc. 

32 Court Street, Plymouth, MA 02360 

508.366.0560 | sminihane@bealsandthomas.com 

 

Stacy is the leader of B+T’s Planning and Environmental Services Discipline, and is responsible for 

educating colleagues on changes in environmental regulations and for maintaining the discipline’s 

technical knowledge base. She has over 12 years of experience in inland and coastal wetland science, 

resource area delineation, environmental research and local, state, and federal permitting processes. 

Stacy is well-versed in wildlife habitat evaluations and natural resource inventories, preparation and 

oversight of complex environmental and wetland-related reports and permitting documents, and 

environmental site assessments. She is an experienced facilitator, having managed the collaborative 

processes for a variety of projects, including hosting quarterly public outreach meetings, which are 

entering their eighth year, for a large-scale mixed-use development and conservation project.  She is also a 

member of her local Conservation Commission, provides project peer review services for various 

Commissions in Massachusetts, and is active in state and international wetland and environmental 

organizations. Recently, Stacy has acted as the Professional Wetland Scientist for the Rivers End Salt Marsh 

Creation and Soil Remediation project on the Acushnet River in New Bedford, which serves as a 

component of the mitigation for the South Terminal project in New Bedford Harbor. 

 

Matthew A. Taylor, P.E., Associate Principal/Vice President 

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 

249 Vanderbilt Avenue, Norwood, MA 02062 

781.278.5803 | matthew.taylor@gza.com 

 

Matthew Taylor currently serves as the Technical Service Area Lead for GZA’s Dams Practice Group. He 

holds a BS in Civil Engineering degree from the University of Rhode Island and an MS in Civil Engineering 

(Geotechnical) from Northeastern University. He is a registered professional engineer in six states and is 

an approved as an Independent Consultant by the FERC for 12D dam safety inspections. His current 

engineering duties include dam and levee safety inspections, geotechnical and hydrologic/hydraulic 

analyses, preparation of Emergency Action Plans, small hydropower feasibility studies, development of bid 

packages, preparation of permit applications, and performance of construction administration for dam 

rehabilitation and dam removal projects. He is the Project Manager for GZA’s Geotechnical Engineering 

Services IDIQ Contract with the US Army Corps of Engineers - New England District. He serves on the EBC 

Dam Management Committee Leadership Team, was a past chair of the BSCES’ Geo-Institute, and is a 

member of the Association of State Dam Safety Officials and the US Society on Dams. 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Business Council of New England, Inc. 

375 Harvard Street, Suite 2 | Brookline, MA 02446 

(617) 505-1818 | ebc@ebcne.org | @ebcne | www.ebcne.org  



PLATINUM SPONSOR 

 

Normandeau Associates, Inc. 

25 Nashua Road, Bedford, New Hampshire  03110 

www.normandeau.com 

 

Normandeau Associates, Inc. is one of the largest science-based environmental consulting firms in the 

United States serving both the private and public sectors. Founded in 1970, it is a trusted leader in 

delivering sound, innovative scientific solutions to a global clientele. Normandeau's extensive team of 

experienced field scientists, analysts, researchers, and permitting specialists delivers technically credible 

information to help achieve project goals, meets regulatory requirements, and promotes sustainable 

economic development while protecting and restoring natural resources. Headquartered in Bedford, New 

Hampshire with offices nationwide, Normandeau is 100% owned by its employees. 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

 

Battelle 

397 Washington Street, Duxbury, MA  02332 

www.battelle.org 

 

Every day, the people of Battelle Memorial Institute apply science and technology to solving what matters 

most. At major technology centers and national laboratories around the world, Battelle conducts research 

and development, designs and manufactures products, and delivers critical services for government and 

commercial customers. Headquartered in Columbus, Ohio since its founding in 1929, Battelle serves the 

national security, health and life sciences, and energy and environmental industries. 

 

Battelle is the world’s largest nonprofit research and development organization, with over 22,000 

employees at more than 130 locations globally. A 501(c)(3) charitable trust, Battelle was founded on 

industrialist Gordon Battelle’s vision that business and scientific interests can go hand-in-hand as forces 

for positive change. 

 

Today, Battelle manages the world’s leading national laboratories and maintains a contract research 

portfolio spanning consumer and industrial, energy and environment, health and pharmaceutical and 

national security. We are valued for our independence and ability to innovate within virtually any business 

or research climate. From large government agencies and multi-national corporations to small start-ups 

and incubator projects, Battelle provides the resources, brainpower and flexibility to fulfill our clients’ 

needs. 

 

Battelle’s own mission includes a strong charitable commitment to community development and 

education. That’s why we support staff volunteer efforts; science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) education programs; and philanthropic projects in the communities we serve. 

 

Beals and Thomas, Inc. 

144 Turnpike Rd, Southborough, MA 01772 

www.bealsandthomas.com 

 

Beals and Thomas is a multidisciplinary consulting firm that provides civil engineering, planning, landscape 

architecture, environmental, permitting, and land surveying services to support development and 

infrastructure projects in New England.   Since 1984, our mission has been to advocate for and assist our 

clients with solving complex design and regulatory challenges by providing innovative solutions. We build 



our relationships on a superior level of quality and service making us trusted advisors and valuable 

consultants on our clients’ projects. 

 

Participants at all levels of the development process benefit from the cohesive operation of our integrated 

design teams, including municipalities, architectural and engineering firms, developers, attorneys, financial 

institutions, educational institutions, conservation groups, nonprofit organizations, government agencies, 

manufacturers, and commercial businesses.  We are committed to satisfying the needs of our diverse 

clientele while maintaining professional integrity and respect for the environment. This balanced approach 

enables us to maintain the highest level of respect among our clients, regulatory officials, and area 

communities in which we serve. 

 

Mabbett & Associates, Inc. 

5 Alfred Circle, Bedford, Massachusetts 01730 

www.mabbett.com 

 

Mabbett & Associates, Inc. (Mabbett) was established in Massachusetts in 1980. Today, with a wide range 

of professional experience and credentialed staff, Mabbett is a recognized and award-winning leader in 

environmental, health and safety (EH&S), energy and sustainability consulting and engineering services 

support to Federal and state agencies, industry and institutions nationally.  

 

As a full service EH&S, energy and sustainability professional services firm, a significant strength is 

Mabbett’s ability to bring credentialed expert staff to any project with three key attributes in mind: 

 

Responsive - attention to our client’s needs and deadlines is unsurpassed. 

Reliable – client focus enables our clients to depend on Mabbett with complete confidence. 

Proven - established 36-year track record and exceptional past performance sets Mabbett apart 

from others. 

 

Mabbett is a US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Center for Verification and Evaluation (CVE) verified 

Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) with a strong Federal prime contractor track 

record. 

 

In addition, Mabbett is a Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Business Enterprise (SDVOBE) under 

Massachusetts Executive Order 546 which established an SDVOBE Business Enterprise Program. 

 

SILVER SPONSORS 

 

Charter Contracting Company, LLC 

60 Harrison Avenue, Boston, MA 02118 

www.charter.us 

 

Charter is a civil and environmental contractor that has received recognition in Engineering News Record 

as one of the country's Top 200 Environmental Firms. Through our Federal, municipal and commercial 

client base, we have established capabilities in: 

 Site Remediation and Redevelopment 

 Ecosystem Restoration 

 Environmental Technologies 

 Decontamination and Demolition 

 Facilities and Infrastructure 

 Waste Management 

 



As a certified, award-winning minority business enterprise with multiple Federal and State certifications, 

we bring the following unique strengths to our clients: 

 A strong financial position, evidenced by our significant bonding and insurance capacities. 

 Our insurance and surety programs are underwritten by American International Group and 

represent a “best-in-class” program 

 A broad resource base with multi-skilled professionals and diverse equipment to self-perform 

environmental remediation and civil construction 

 An outstanding safety program with an EMR exceeding industry standards 

 A solid quality control program that provides systematic controls through each phase of 

 project delivery. 

 

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 

249 Vanderbilt Ave, Norwood, MA 02062 

www.gza.com 

 

Founded in 1964 as Goldberg-Zoino & Associates, Inc., as a soils and foundations specialty consultant, GZA 

GeoEnvironmental, Inc. has grown into a premier multi-disciplined consulting firm providing its clients with 

a wide range of geotechnical engineering, environmental consulting and remediation services. GZA 

employs approximately 535 engineers, scientists and technical support staff in 25 offices in the United 

States. 

 

Through the integration of geotechnical, environmental and civil engineering expertise, GZA offers both a 

broad range of technical expertise and technically appropriate solutions to problems. At GZA, we maintain 

a client-focused, solution-directed approach to our work with the goal of being your Consultant of Choice. 

We are Proactive by Design. We understand that superior client service results as much from applying high 

quality engineering, scientific and project management skills as from being excellent listeners, proactive 

communicators and timely responders. 

 

Our commitment to you begins with our investment in staff development and training and the applied use 

of state-of-the-art technology. We work hard to understand your business and the issues you face in the 

marketplace. We build strong relationships with our clients by anticipating needs, exceeding expectations 

and seeking ways to help you succeed. 

 

Woods Hole Group, Inc. 

81 Technology Park Dr, East Falmouth, MA 02536 

www.whgrp.com 

 

Woods Hole Group is an international environmental, scientific, and engineering consulting organization 

headquartered in Falmouth, Massachusetts. We are committed to meeting our clients’ objectives and at 

the same time safeguarding the environmental health of our planet. This requires a fundamental 

understanding of the laws of Nature and a willingness – and ability – to challenge long-accepted notions of 

what can and cannot be done. 

 

As a company, we believe that environmental leadership is defined by creativity and vision. Only far-

sighted, interdisciplinary planning has any prospect for real success – at any level, whether local, regional, 

national, or international. To protect the legacy of all humankind, it must be understood more widely that 

good economic policy and good environmental policy go hand-in-hand. 

 

Plotting such a course, in partnership with either public or private concerns, requires teams of specialists 

who can work well and supportively with their counterparts – whether from other companies, agencies, or 

nations. That is what Woods Hole Group offers. That is why Woods Hole Group was founded. 


