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AGENDA 

 

8:30 a.m. Welcome: Ruth Silman, Chair, EBC Climate Change & Air Committee 

Partner, Nixon Peabody LLP 

 

8:15 a.m. Briefing: 2015 Paris Climate Conference (COP21) 

 Sonia Hamel, EBC Delegate to COP21 

  Principal, Hamel Environmental Consulting 

 

8:45 am. Panel Discussion 

Moderator: Ruth Silman, Nixon Peabody 

Panel Members: 

 Henrietta Davis 

 Berl Hartman, Director, Environmental Entrepreneurs 

 Maria Ivanova, Associate Professor, Department of Conflict 

Resolution, Human Security, and Global Governance, McCormack 

Graduate School; Co-Director, Center for Governance and 

Sustainability; Director, Global Environmental Governance Project; 

UMass Boston 

 

9:15 a.m. Adjourn 

 

 
PROGRAM CHAIR 

Ruth Silman, Partner 

Nixon Peabody LLP  

100 Summer Street, Boston 

617.345.6062 | rsliman@nixonpeabody.com 

 

Ruth Silman concentrates her practice on complex environmental and land use matters. She leads 

Nixon Peabody’s Climate Change Team, a group of lawyers and environmental scientists/engineers who 

are assisting the firm’s energy, industrial, and financial clients to meet the challenges and seize the 

opportunities emerging from legislative, regulatory, and judicial responses to the issue of climate 

change. Ruth represents clients concerning the land use implications of complex real estate 

transactions, including zoning, environmental impacts, permitting, and compliance. Her extensive 

environmental experience includes addressing air quality, hazardous waste assessment and 

remediation, brownfields redevelopment, wetlands protection, stormwater, wastewater, septic system, 

and water quality issues at the federal, state, and local level. Ruth advises clients regarding 



environmental management systems and environmental audits. Ruth provides support to real estate 

transactions, including due diligence and advice regarding appropriate contractual protections and 

environmental insurance. Ruth has represented clients before state and federal courts and 

administrative agencies in environmental and land use litigation matters. She is involved in renewable 

energy efforts, including representing solar energy and wind power developers. Her experience spans 

various subjects including the development, permitting, construction, and operation of renewable 

energy facilities.  

 

Ruth previously worked for the Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General in the Environmental 

Protection Division and analyzed the legality of potential policies under the federal Clean Air Act for the 

Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM). 

 

SPEAKER 

Sonia Hamel, Principal 

Hamel Environmental Consulting 

sonia.hamel@gmail.com 

 

Sonia Hamel consults to foundations, non-profits and governments in the areas of climate, energy and 

transportation policy. Recent clients include: the Environmental League of Massachusetts, The 

Georgetown Climate Center, The State Smart Transportation Initiative, The British Embassy in 

Washington, DC, The Energy Foundation, The Barr Foundation, Ceres, The Union of Concerned 

Scientists, and The New England Clean Energy Council. Sonia frequently also consults to states as they 

develop their energy, climate and transportation programs and policies. Ms. Hamel has more than 30 

years of experience, much of it for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, where served in the Office for 

Commonwealth Development. There, she coordinated air quality, energy and climate protection 

programs, coordinated The Massachusetts Climate Protection Plan and guided the state’s effort to 

create the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), a regional cap and trade program for the electric 

sector. Previously, Sonia was Massachusetts Director of Air Policy and Planning for 10 years working to 

develop one of the most aggressive air pollution programs in the U.S., with a focus on vehicle emission 

standards and power plant clean up. She was part of the team to develop the nation's first carbon 

regulations and coordinated the New England Governors' and Eastern Canadian Premiers Climate 

Action Plan in 2001, a sub-national climate plan and the first international climate agreement in the U.S. 

She was instrumental in the fight to maintain requirements for cleaner cars in the Commonwealth and 

throughout the US and is a big proponent of cleaner car technologies. Sonia has worked on climate 

issues since 1994 when she was appointed to the White House Advisory Committee on Transportation 

and Greenhouse Gas Emissions. The first 12 years of her career were spent doing environmental and 

policy analysis and public participation programs for the Transportation Agencies of the Boston 

Metropolitan Area at the Central Transportation Planning Staff. 

 

PANELISTS 

Henrietta Davis 

henridavis@gmail.com 

 

Berl Hartman, New England Chapter Director 

Environmental Entrepreneurs 

28 Banks Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 

617.497.0393 | berl@berlhartman.com 

 

Berl Hartman is the co-founder and Director of the New England chapter of Environmental 

Entrepreneurs (E2), a national, nonpartisan group of business leaders, investors, and professionals 

from every sector of the economy that advocates for smart policies that are good for the economy and 

the environment. 



 

Ms. Hartman was also a founding member of the New England Clean Energy Council (NECEC) and 

served on its Board of Directors and currently serves as Co-Chair of the Council’s Policy Committee. In 

2008, she received the Council’s first Clean Energy Leadership Award. Ms. Hartman also serves on the 

Massachusetts’ Global Warming Solutions Act Implementation Advisory Committee, a government 

mandated oversight committee that participates in shaping the state’s clean energy and climate 

policies. 

 

Ms. Hartman was previously a Sr. Vice President at Blanc & Otus, a subsidiary of Hill & Knowlton Public 

Relations, where she founded and led the company’s first Cleantech/Clean Energy practice. 

 

Prior to her career in cleantech, Ms. Hartman served as Vice President of Strategic Marketing at Sybase, 

a database software company, and Vice President of Engineering at Computer Corporation of America.  

She has also held positions at Boston University, University of California and Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. 

 

Maria Ivanova 

Associate Professor, McCormack Graduate School, UMass Boston 

Co-Director, Center for Governance and Sustainability, UMass Boston 

Director, Global Environmental Governance Project, UMass Boston 

100 Morrissey Blvd, Wheatley Hall, Boston, MA 02125-3393 

617.287.7263 | mxivanova@gmail.com 

 

Maria Ivanova is an international relations and environmental policy scholar specializing in governance 

and sustainability. She works on global environmental governance, US environmental policy, financing 

for the environment, and the performance of international environmental institutions. She is Associate 

Professor of Global Governance at the John W. McCormack Graduate School of Policy and Global 

Studies at the University of Massachusetts Boston where she also co-directs the Center for Governance 

and Sustainability. 

 

Her career has bridged academia and policy. Her academic work has been recognized for bringing 

analytical rigor and innovative input to the international negotiations on reforming the UN system for 

environment. She has worked closely with national governments and UN agencies in providing an 

academic perspective into their political positions about international environmental governance. In 

2013, she was appointed to the UN Secretary-General’s Scientific Advisory Board and in 2014, she was 

appointed to the Board of the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of 

Sustainability (UNU-IAS). 

 

From 2005 to 2010, Ivanova was on the faculty at the College of William and Mary in Virginia. Previously, 

she worked at the Environment Directorate of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) in Paris and at the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency in Stockholm. 

Ivanova holds a PhD (with distinction) and two masters degrees, in International Relations and 

Environmental Management, from Yale University. She is a national of Bulgaria. 
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